Newsletter 9

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back after the half term break. I hope the children have had a good rest and are ready for this next, exciting time at school. It’s a very busy time of year as we build up to all the Christmas events and activities. We’ll keep you updated on here and on the school website.
 
PTFA Non uniform Day – This Friday 8th November
Please note that there will be a non-uniform day this Friday, with children asked to bring in an item for the Rainbow Hamper raffle of the colour for their class:
Reception Red
Year 1 Orange
Year 2 Yellow
Year 3 Green
Year 4 Blue
Year 5 Purple
Year 6 Wine for the Water or Wine stall
They could wear a little item of that colour on the non-uniform day, but absolutely no need to do that bit!
The raffle will take place at the Christmas Fair on Friday 22nd November.
 
 
Anxiety Workshop from the Mental Health Support Team in the School Hall – Monday 18th November at 2pm
If your child has any issues with anxiety (which many children do), this will be a great way to learn how best to support them. Please see the attached information. You don’t need to book for this session, just come along to the school office just before 2pm.
 
POPPIES
Poppies will be on sale at pick up time today in the courtyard at the top of the school, and will continue to be on sale every morning and afternoon this week. There are all sorts of lovely things for the children to choose from such as wristbands, ruler bracelets and keyrings!
 
Raffle tickets for the PTFA Christmas Fair and donuts are also being sold on Friday afternoon this week when you collect your children.
 
Nativity Performances
Year 1 and 2 will present their Nativity play on Tuesday 10th and Thursday 12th December at 2pm, with families allocated 2 tickets for each performance initially.
Reception will have their performance on Monday 16th December at 2pm, with 4 tickets available for each family in the initial week of sales.
Tickets will go on sale at £1 per ticket from Tuesday 19th November.
 
PTFA Christmas Events
Our lovely PTFA will be organising the Christmas Fair on Friday 22nd November at 3.15pm. Please come along, help on a stall for a bit and bring your families and friends.
On 27th November they will have a stall and a steam engine at the Christmas late night shopping and Christmas lights event in Shaftesbury.
6th December is the Christmas Wreath making evening, there are two spaces available for this popular evening.
12th December will be ‘Breakfast with Santa’ in the School Hall during the morning (classes all meeting Santa and having a drink and snack). This is a free event to ensure all the children get to meet Santa.
18th December is our Christmas Party Day. More details to follow. PTFA have already booked entertainment for the afternoon.
What a fabulous effort from our brilliant PTFA!
 
Gillingham Hockey Club Juniors
There’s a fabulous hockey club for children on the Astro pitch at Gillingham School. This might be a great new activity for your children, just go along at the times below to meet the coaches and have a go.
Mini sticks (Reception to Year 3) is Saturday 9-9.45am
Juniors (Year 4 to Year 6) is Monday 6.30-7.30pm
Hockey practice is Term time only.

Forest School – Wednesday afternoons
Reception class continue their sessions this Wednesday. Every class will have three weeks, then some more weeks later in the year.
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with overtrousers if they have them). The Forest School philosophy is to wear the right clothing to go out in all weathers.  
 
 
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher
 
 
TERM DATES 2024 – 2025
 
Autumn Term
INSET DAY                                                      Tuesday 3rd September 2024
Children start back                                       Wednesday 4th September 2024
Autumn Half Term                                        Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 2024
INSET DAY                                                      Monday 4th November 2024
Autumn Term ends                                      Thursday 19th December 2024
INSET DAY                                                      Friday 20th December 2024
Christmas Holidays                                       Monday 23rd December 2024 – Friday 3rd January 2025
 
Spring Term
Schools due to start back                           Monday 6th January 2025
Spring half term                                            Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2025
Spring Term ends                                         Friday 4th April 2025
Easter holidays                                              Monday 7th April to Monday 21st April 2025
 
Summer Term
Schools due to start back                            Tuesday 22nd April 2025
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                 Monday 5th May 2025
Summer half term                                          Monday 26th May to Friday 30st May 2025
INSET DAY                                                       Monday 2nd June 2025
Summer Term ends                                       Tuesday 22nd July 2025
INSET DAY                                                       Wednesday 23rd July 2025
 

