Newsletter 9
Dear Parents and Carers,
Lots of dates to take note of in this newsletter, it’s a lovely time of year as we start to get ready for Christmas here at school. Look out for Non Uniform Days on the next two Fridays!

Children in Need – Friday 13th November, non uniform for £1
Children and staff can dress in any (safe!) clothes they like on this day for a donation of £1. We love to celebrate difference in our school, encourage your children to wear something different and eccentric if they want to! Coloured hair is also allowed for this excellent cause.

Friday 20th November – Christmas Fair Donation Day
Children are invited to wear their home clothes on Friday 20th November. In return, we kindly ask that each child brings in:
· An item for the Christmas hamper linked to the class colour they have been given.
· A filled Jingle Jar (we will hand jars out ahead of this date). 
· Any second-hand toys or teddies that are in good condition.
Cake Donations 🍰
We would also love donations of cakes, biscuits and other delicious treats for our Christmas Fair!
(These can be brought into school on Thursday 26th November or on the day of the fair, Friday 27th November.)
Thank you so much for your continued support and generosity. These donations make such a difference to our school community and help us create a magical Christmas Fair for everyone.
We really appreciate your help!
The Rainbow Hamper raffle, please send in an item for the class  hampers as follows:
R – Red
1 – Orange
2 – Yellow
3 – Green
4 – Blue
5 – Purple
6 -  A bottle of wine for the wine/water stall

Christmas Fair – Friday 27th November at 3.15pm
We hope that you will all come to enjoy our annual PTFA Christmas Fair. Along with many other stalls and activities, parents from every class will be running stalls, please get involved and take a turn on the stall.
Many people are also needed to set up the Fair and clear up at the end, please volunteer yourself or a partner to do do these jobs.
The children (apart from Year 6) will be collected from school from the normal places from 3.10pm for all classes. Families should then enter the Fair through the main office door.

Nativity Play times and dates
Our Year 1 and 2 Nativity Play will be performed on Tuesday 8th December at 9.30am and Wednesday 9th December at 2pm.
Then we will have the Reception Nativity performance on Wednesday 16th December at 9.30am
Tickets for these shows will go on sale next Tuesday 17th November, initially limited to 2 tickets per performance for the Year 1 and 2 performances, and 4 tickets for the Reception performance.

Safety when parking and driving on Foyle Hill
Please could everyone who drives along Foyle Hill (beside the church) be highly aware of others parking and getting children in and out of cars in that area. Please report any incidents or near misses to the school office.

Parent Survey
I’m conscious that there have been several surveys on our newsletters recently, we will try to hold back on sending out more, but this one is really important!
Our school is approaching four years since the last Ofsted inspection (in December 2022). As part of our preparations for this important inpection we would like to ask for your views about our school. When Ofsted come, they will ask for your views in a similar way. Please complete our survey below:
Parent/carer survey – Fill out form

Children’s Art Exhibition – Monday 23rd November in the Hall, 2.30-4pm.
On Monday 23rd November we invite you to come to the School Hall to visit our Art Exhibition. We will display pieces created by all the children, inspired by Christmas-themed work by famous artists. There will be non-alcoholic refreshments served by our fabulous PTFA.

Green School on Wednesday afternoons
Our Green School sessions continue this Wednesday afternoon with Year 3 for the next two weeks, then Year 4 (in the morning) from 25th November. Year 6 will finish off the term.
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). It is important for children to have the right clothing to go out in all weathers.

Art Club this term
Art club will be running on a Monday & Tuesday after school from this week, doing Winter & Christmas arts/crafts. 10 spaces per session. £5 per session & signing up for 5 sessions this term. Email Miss Cobb directly on: createwithcobb@outlook.com

Bramble clearing in the Snake
Our lovely PTFA have helped us to pay for most of the brambles to be cleared from the Snake area of the school field, which the children love to play in. The machine that carried out the work last week couldn’t get to some areas. We wonder if there is a parent with a brush cutter who would volunteer to finish these hard to reach places? Please get in touch if you have the tool and the time to help us with this.

Christmas Concert – 15th December at 5pm
Children who play an instrument in or out of school, are in the Choir or in one of our school bands are invited to perform at our Christmas Concert on Tuesday 15th December at 5pm in the Hall. Our music staff will help the musicians who want to prepare a suitable piece. It doesn’t have to be a Christmas piece, but at that time of year it’s nice to have a some Christmas tunes! Parents and families are invited to come to the concert, bringing performers at 4.45pm. Please email Ms Bastable (hbastable@shaftesburyabbey.dorset.sch.uk) if you’d like your child to take part.

Shaftesbury Young Performers Festival - 13th to 15th November
This is a very informal competition for children, being held at St Peter’s Church in Shaftesbury, giving them a chance to perform in front of a small audience and maybe win a medal or trophy. All children receive a certificate and a few words of encouragement from the panel, see details on attached flyer. A fantasic opportunity for all our budding musicians and singers!

Violin lessons
Please see flyer attached if you are interested in your child having violin lessons

Rotary charity Bingo – Wednesday 18th November at 7.30pm in the Shaston Club
Some of our Rotakids will be helping at this event. If you like a bit of bingo do go along and try your luck!

Christmas Holiday Club
Premier Education will be running Christmas Holiday clubs here at school on Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd December.
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher

TERM DATES 2026 - 2027
Autumn Term
INSET DAY Tuesday 1st September 2026
Children start back Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Autumn Half Term Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2026
Autumn Term ends Friday 18th December 2026 at 1pm
Christmas Holidays Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027

Spring Term
INSET DAY Monday 4th January 2027
Children start back Tuesday 5th January 2027
Spring half term Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027
Spring Term ends Thursday 25th March 2027
Easter holidays Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027

Summer Term
INSET DAY Monday 12th April 2027
Children start back Tuesday 13th April 2027
MAY DAY Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 2027
Summer half term Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027
Summer Term ends Monday 19th July 2027
INSET DAY Tuesday 20th July 2027
INSET DAY Wednesday 21st July 2027

