Newsletter 1

Dear Parents and Carers,
The children have made a wonderful start to the new school year, there is a great ‘buzz’ of learning everywhere I go in our school. Alongside this brilliant start to the year, we had a lovely letter on Thursday from the Head of Education at Dorset Council, recognising the very high SATs results achieved by our Year 6 children in July. Our Chair of Governors has asked me to pass on congratulations from the Governors to the whole staff team who have contributed to this success.
Our challenge as always is to keep up the high standards with all the cohorts of children coming through our school!
               
Applications for secondary school and starting primary school in September 2027
Please see the attached information and remind friends and family to apply in good time. The secondary school date is coming along very soon! It is very important that these applications are received by these dates. You stand a much greater chance of securing a place in one of your preferred schools if you apply on time! Please go along to the open evenings that local secondary schools are putting on this term. We are also running tours of the school this term, for families thinking of joining us in September 2027.
 
For Secondary school starters in September 2027 (current Year 6 class), the closing date for on time applications is the 31 October 2026.
For Primary School starters in September 2027, the closing date for on time applications is the 15 January 2027
 
A message from Bluebirds
Welcome to all new and long standing families who use our wraparound provision here at Abbey school. We are looking forward to looking after the children over the next academic year. 
Just a few things to remember when booking with us.
*After school care needs to be booked at least 24 hours before so that we can staff it appropriately. (Breakfast can be booked on the morning if necessary)
* Payment needs to be made straight away to guarantee your child's space.
* Please book the appropriate session needed, late pick ups will incur a fee and we close at 5.30pm so every child must be picked up by then.
 
To book please follow the link
https://bluebirds.pembee.app/
And if you need to contact us then please email on abbeybluebirds@outlook.com 
 
 
Pre-owned uniform
Suzanne Moores from the PTFA has asked me to remind you that we have an extensive collection of pre-owned uniform, all photographed and available to order here:
 
https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/288
 
Time pressure on our lovely office staff
They would never complain themselves, but we notice how busy our office staff are with all the administrative and financial work they do. Please try to keep to a minimum the amount of trips to classrooms that have to make with forgotten items such as coats, water bottles or packed lunches! Thank you.
 
No Smart Watches in school please
Please note that the ban on phones in school extends to wrist worn or other devices that are connected to the internet or can be used to take photographs. Older children who walk home without an adult are permitted to have their devices stored in the office if parents or carers fill in a form, available from the office. Thank you for your cooperation with this.
 
Homework
A reminder that our top priority for all our children is that they read with an adult at home at least 4 times a week and record this in the Reading Record. This special time spent with children is hugely important in their reading development, fluency, oracy, vocabulary, comprehension and confidence. Your help with this is central to their educational success.
Alongside the reading sessions, children are encouraged to learn spellings and times tables/early number work each week.
 
Uniform, Attendance and Punctuality
A reminder that we are keen to achieve high levels of attendance and punctuality, and smart school uniform and PE kit. Children are asked to come in to school wearing PE kit on days when they have PE. All children are expected to be in school by 8.50am at the latest (gates open at 8.40am). School finishes at 3.10pm for Years R, 1 and 2, and 3.20pm for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. Please park responsibly when bringing and collecting children to avoid blocking roads, entrances or pavements.
 
Welcome Service for our new Reception children – Wednesday 23rd September at 9am in the Church
We will welcome the Reception children to our school in a little service lead by Rev Donna and supported by our Year 6 children. Reecption parents are warmly invited to come, dropping children in school at the normal time. The staff and Year 6 children will bring them over for the service to start at 9am. It will only take 20-30 minutes but is a wonderful chance for parents and carers to be part of this special service.
 
Clubs
Please note that a second Art Club has been added on Tuesdays from 3.20-4.20pm, booking can be made by emailing createwithcobb@outlook.com
Please ensure you are at school in good time to pick up children. Staff and club leaders often need to be somewhere else for work or family soon after the end of the club.
 
Shaftesbury Carnival – Saturday 3rd October
We will be taking part in the afternoon carnival procession and hope you and your children can join us. Our theme this year will be Children’s Book Characters, to tie in with our project to create a new library in our school. More details will follow closer to the time but we hope your children have something they can wear from a previous World Book Day, I will be recycling an old costume myself!
 
Parents Evenings
Our parents evenings will take place just before the half term break, on Thursday 15th and Monday 19th October from 3.30-6.30pm. Booking details will be sent out on Monday 21st September.
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher

