Newsletter 6
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we come towards the half term break, we reflect on an excellent start to the year across our seven classes and the Nest (our special provision). It has been such a pleasure to see how well the children have settled into their new classes and to get to know our lovely new Reception class. Each half term we carry out a check on attendance and send out messages to groups of parents with particular levels of attendance. Sorry that these can’t all be individual messages, we hope you understand the amount of time it involves. Improving our level of overall attendance is a key priority for us, along with reducing the number of children with attendance below 90% (known as persistent absence). Good attendance is very well recognised as an important factor in educational achievement.

Data forms still to return
It is a time-consuming job for the office staff to follow up on missing data forms. Please send yours back in even if nothing has changed, or email the office if you’ve mislaid it, with any changes or no changes.

PSHE/RSE Survey
Following the Government’s changes to the Personal, Social and Health Education curriculum and the linked Relationships and Sex Education requirements for primary schools, we are asked to share the curriculum with you and gather your views.
Please click on the link to help us gather this feedback
Explore our new RSE and PSHE curriculum – Fill out form

Christmas Concert – 15th December at 5pm
Children who play an instrument in or out of school, are in the Choir or in one of our school bands are invited to perform at our Christmas Concert on Tuesday 15th December at 5pm in the Hall. Our music staff will help the musicians who want to prepare a suitable piece. It doesn’t have to be a Christmas piece, but at that time of year it’s nice to have a some Christmas tunes! Parents and families are invited to come to the concert, bringinmg performers at 5.45pm. Please email Ms Bastable (hbastable@shaftesburyabbey.dorset.sch.uk) if you’d like your child to take part.

Library Project – Help needed to clear the room on Thursday 22nd October at 3.30pm
Over the half-term break, the computer room is being altered ready to become our new Library and Learning Centre. In order to have it ready for this work, we need to take out all the cupboards, furniture, equipment and PCs before the builders come. We would love to hear from anyone who could volunteer themselves or an adult family member to help us for an hour at 3.30pm on Thursday 22nd October. Please email the office with the names of any helpers, adults only please!
Thank you very much to the firms and families who have come forward to sponsor books for our new library, we nearly have all yeargroups covered. There’s still time to get involved with this sponsorship if you’d like to.

Individual School Photographs – 16th October
All the children will have individual and sibling photographs taken during the school day.
If you would like younger siblings to be photographed with your school-aged child/ren, please bring them to the school office at the start of the day. They are due to start these photos at 8.30am but sometimes start a little earlier than this.

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal
We have had such fabulous response to this appeal that there are no more boxes available here in school or from our Rotary Club contact. The closing date for those of you who have shoe boxes is Thursday 22nd October. They will be taken from school at 2.30pm that day so no late boxes please!
Details of what can go in the boxes can be found here:
https://wessexrotaryshoebox.org.uk/
Please remember that a £2 coin has to be attached to the outside of the box.
Many thanks

Parents evenings
Please arrive at least 10 minutes before your appointment as late arrivals make it difficult for teachers to see everyone.
Thursday 15th October - All year groups from Rec - Year 6  from 3.30 - 6pm
Monday 19th October – All year groups from Rec - Year 6  from 3.30 - 6pm
 
Bookings are now closed so if you still need to book a slot, please do this through the school office.

Green School on Wednesday afternoons
Our Green School sessions continue this Wednesday afternoon with Year 1 again, then Year 2 after that. From 11th November it will be Year 3, then Year 4 (in the morning) from 25th November. Year 6 will finish off the term.
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). It is important for children to have the right clothing to go out in all weathers.

Note from PTFA 
Bags2School Clothing Donations 
Unfortunately, we are no longer able to accept clothing donations for Bags2School.
We have recently had a large quantity of clothes left by the barn doors, and Boobs charity have very kindly agreed to take these donations. 
Please could we ask that any future clothing donations are taken directly to:
Boobs Charity, 71 Coppice Street, Shaftesbury

Secondhand School Uniform Sales 
We will continue to accept unwanted school uniform donations for our secondhand uniform sales. Please continue to place these in the black box by the reception door.

🎉 PTFA ANNUAL AGM 🎉
Wednesday 14th October 2026, 7pm 
Year 2 classroom at Abbey School 
We’re inviting all parents, carers and members of our school community to join us for our Annual General Meeting (AGM).
The AGM is a chance to come along, hear about everything our amazing PTFA has achieved over the past year, find out how the money raised has supported our children and school, and hear about our exciting plans for the year ahead! 
It’s also a great opportunity to share your ideas, get involved and meet other parents who want to help make a difference to our school.
You don’t need to be a regular PTFA volunteer to attend — everyone is welcome! Whether you can give lots of time or just help occasionally, every bit of support makes a huge difference. 
Come along, have a chat, hear what we’re planning and be part of making this another fantastic year for our children!
Everyone welcome — we’d love to see you there!

Thank you for your ongoing generosity and continued support! 
Kind Regards
PTFA 

Please check for Headlice
A case of the dreaded headlice has been identified in school. Please carry out a regular weekly check on your children with a nit comb and treat them if any are found.

Great Big Poetry Hunt Event at The Larmer Tree on 30th October
The gardens at Larmer Tree will be opened up for a Larmer Tree Project Great Big Poetry Hunt on Friday 30th October.
This will be a great day for children of any age, but may be of particular interest to children who have been there with the school for one of the pageants over the last two years.
They are also going to be announcing the winner of the Creative Writing Prize and will be displaying all the entries by children from our school.
See the attached flier for details.

Half Term Holiday Club
Please see flyer attached from Premier Education about the holiday club they are running here at Abbey School during half term.



Michael Salisbury, Head teacher

