Weekly Themes for 2026-2027 – Reception - Shaftesbury Abbey Primary School

	Autumn 1
Marvellous Me!
	Autumn 2
Look at us Glow!
	Spring 1
Our Wonderful World!
	Spring 2
Ready Steady Grow!
	Summer 1
Let’s Set Sail!
	Summer 2
Life’s an Adventure!

	WEEK 1  
Settling and Routines
· Classroom routines
· Learning names
· Exploring Provision
	WEEK 1
Bonfire Night
· Firework and fire artwork
· why we celebrate
· Safety discussions
	WEEK 1
Our Planet
· What is the Earth?
· Globe exploration and maps
	WEEK 1
Fairytales and Jack and the Beanstalk
· Story retelling
· Story maps
· Roleplay focus
	WEEK 1
Pirates
· What is a pirate?
· Treasure hunts and maps
· Pirate ships
	WEEK 1
Continents
· Where we live
· Map work

	WEEK 2
All about me and my body
· Self Portraits
· Naming body parts
· What makes me special
	WEEK 2
Diwali
· All about Diwali
· Rangoli and diva lamps
· Remembrance Day
	WEEK 2
Our Solar System
· The planets
· The sun and moon
· Day and night
	WEEK 2
Planting
· What plants need
· Planting beans and flowers
· Parts of a plant
	WEEK 2
Pirate Adventures
· Pirate stories
· Making own stroies
	WEEK 2
Africa
· Animals in the savannah
· Life in Africa
· Climate

	WEEK 3
My family and home
· Family and house drawings
· Every family is unique
	WEEK 3
Birthdays and growing up
· Growing older and changing
· Time passing – our history
	WEEK 3
Astronauts
· Rockets
· Space exploration
	WEEK 3
Spring changes
· Seasonal changes and signs
· Observational drawing

	WEEK 3
Under the Sea
· Sea creature facts
· Marine habitats

	WEEK 3
Polar
· Arctic and Antarctic
· Animal adaptations

	WEEK 4
My Feelings
· Naming and exploring emotions
· Regulation and grounding
	WEEK 4
Thanksgiving
· What are we thankful for?
· 
	WEEK 4
Dinosaurs
· Types of Dinosaurs
· Fossils 
	WEEK 4
Lifecycles and Minibeasts
· Butterflies, frogs and chick life cycles
· Minibeast hunt and facts
	WEEK 4
Ocean and Maps
· Map work 
· Naming Oceans
· Shark facts
	WEEK 4
Rainforest
· Animal habitats
· Layers of the rainforest
· climate

	WEEK 5
My senses
· Exploring senses
· Describing Experiences
	WEEK 5
Christmas Story
· Learn the Christmas story
· Begin our Nativity
	WEEK 5
Dinosaur Habitats
· Comparing past and present
· Extinct animals
	WEEK 5
Easter
· The Easter story
· Easter traditions
	WEEK 5 
Layers of the Ocean
· Light and dark zones
· Animal adaptations
	WEEK 5
Travel and Journeys
· Airports and travel
· Summer holidays

	WEEK 6
Nursery Rhyme Week
· Learning and reciting rhymes
	WEEK 6
Christmas
· Christmas traditions
· Cards, decorations, calendars
	WEEK 6
Caring for our Planet
· Recycling
· Litter picking and caring
· Reflecting on the end of term
	
	WEEK 6
Protecting our Seas
· Plastic pollution
· Caring for our planet link
	WEEK 6
Summer Fun and Transition!
· Reflect on our year of adventures!

	WEEK 7
Autumn and Harvest
· Seasonal changes
· Harvest Festical
	WEEK 7
Christmas
· Christmas fun!
· Perform our Nativity
	
	
	WEEK 7
Storytelling
· Create our own stories
	

	WEEK 8
Autumn and Harvest
· Seasonal changes
· Reflecting on the ed of term
	
	
	
	
	



